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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action has been issued in response to the amendment filed 10 

September 2008. Claims 8-46 and 48-55 are pending and claim 47 has been cancelled. 



Priority 

2. Examiner acknowledges applicant's claim for foreign priority based on German 
application 10249867.9 filed on 25 October 2002. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 28 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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5. With respect to claim 28 (line 6), ". . . . stored in the telecommunication terminal and/or 
in the additional . . ." is indefinite. The and/or statement within the claim does not make it clear 
whether applicants' intend for the information to be stored solely in the telecommunication 
terminal or solely in the additional terminal or stored in both terminals at the same time. 
Appropriate clarification is required is required. 

6. With respect to claim 53 (line 8), ". . . . stored in the telecommunication terminal and/or 
in the additional . . ." is indefinite. The and/or statement within the claim does not make it clear 

whether applicants' intend for the information to be stored solely in the telecommunication 
terminal or solely in the additional terminal or stored in both terminals at the same time. 
Appropriate clarification is required is required. 

7. With respect to claim 28 (lines 9- 11 ),"... in the event the telecommunication terminal 
comprises a mobile telecommunication terminal, the step of analyzing comprises analyzing 
network access information for networks within a defined area about the telecommunication 
terminal . . ." is indefinite. The in tlie event statement is indefinite because it does not discuss 
the ahemative if there is no mobile terminal or there is a mobile terminal and a regular terminal. 
Appropriate clarification is required is required. 

8. With respect to claim 53 (lines 11-13), ". . . in the event the telecommunication terminal 
comprises a mobile telecommunication terminal, the step of analyzing comprises analyzing 
network access information for networks within a defined area about the telecommunication 
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terminal . . ." is indefinite. The in the event statement is indefinite because it does not discuss 
the ahemative if there is no mobile terminal or there is a mobile terminal and a regular terminal. 
Appropriate clarification is required is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

10. Claims 28-34, 41-43, 46, 48-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Eneborg et al. (WIPO Pub. No W/O 0135585 A), liereinafter Eneborg. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 28, Eneborg discloses a method for selecting network access to one 
or more data networks from a telecommunication terminal (Page 1, lines 5-8), comprising: 

analyzing network access information which has been determined by the telecommunication 
terminal and/or an additional telecommunication terminal during network connections via 
different network accesses (Page 5, lines 8-12), wherein the network access information has been 
stored in the telecontmiunication terminal and/or in the additional telecommunication terminal 
(Page 10, lines 3-5), and wherein the network access information stored in the additional 
telecommunication terminal is accessible to the telecommunication terminal via a data exchange 
network (Abstract, lines 1-6), and in the event the telecommunication terminal comprises a 
mobile teleconmiunication terminal, the step of analyzing comprises analyzing network access 
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information for networks within a defined area about the telecommunication terminal (Page 12, 
lines 1-10); selecting a network access on the basis of the analyzed network access information 
(Page 5, lines 20-23). 

responsive to one or both of user-selected parameters and objective parameters, the selected 
network access for providing access to an Internet node, the telecommunication terminal 
including a network interface for use with the selected network access (Abstract, lines 1-6); and 
selecting an Internet service provider to establish a connection fi-om the access node to the 
Intemet (Page 1, Background, lines 9-15). 

12. With respect to claim 29, Eneborg discloses wherein selecting a network access includes 
selecting one or more network access providers together with the network interface which the 
telecommunication terminal needs for establishing a connection with the network access 
providers (Page 11, lines 22-26). 

1 3 . With respect to claim 30, Eneborg discloses wherein the network access information 
includes information concerning the quality of the network accesses and/or the costs incurred for 
network connections via the said network accesses (Page 4, lines 25-28; Page 5, lines 1-3). 
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14. With respect to claim 3 1 , Eneborg discloses wherein the information about the quality of 
network accesses includes information on the services available from said network accesses 
and/or the connection quality of said network accesses (Page 9, lines 8-13). 

15. With respect to claim 32, Eneborg discloses wherein the connection quality information 
includes information about the frequency of cut-outs and interruptions, and/or bandwidths, 
and/or data losses, and/or data delays, during network connections via the said network accesses 
(Page 5, lines 10-20). 

16. With respect to claim 33, Eneborg discloses wherein adjustable, parameters are used to 
analyze the network access information (Page 13, lines 23-28; Page 14, line 1). 

17. With respect to claim 34, Eneborg discloses wherein the parameters include user-specific 
and/or application-specific requirements regarding network access quality (Page 9, lines 17-23). 

1 8 . With respect to claim 4 1 , Eneborg discloses wherein the network access information is 
updated at regular intervals (Page 10, lines 3-7). 
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19. With respect to claim 42, Eneborg discloses wherein the network access information 
includes user-specific comments (Page 10, lines 3-7). 

20. With respect to claim 43, Eneborg discloses wherein the network access information is 
stored on a central computer and/or the telecommunication terminal and/or the additional 
teleconmiunication terminal (Page 9, lines 14-21). 

21 . With respect to claim 46, Eneborg discloses wherein one or more data networks, for 
which a network access is selected, is or are the Internet and/or a fixed telecommunications 
network and/or a mobile radio communications network (Page 7, lines 12-20). 

22. With respect to claim 48, Eneborg discloses wherein the data exchange connection has no 
intermediate devices (Page 7, lines 20-24). 

23. With respect to claim 49, Eneborg discloses wherein the connection for exchanging data 
takes place via wireless LAN and/or via an ad hoc network and/or via Bluetooth interfaces 
and/or via infrared interfaces (Page 1, lines 9-17). 
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24. With respect to claim 50, Eneborg discloses wherein the selected network access is a 
network access which takes place via the additional telecommunication terminal and wherein 
data from the selected network access can be transmitted to the telecommunication terminal via 
the data exchange connection (Page 8, lines 21-28). 

25 . With respect to claim 5 1 , Eneborg discloses wherein the telecommunication terminal 
and/or the additional telecommunication terminal are mobile radio terminals and/or computers 
(Page 7, lines 12-20). 

26. With respect to claim 52, Eneborg discloses wherein the network access information has 
been determined by measurements carried out only on the telecommunication terminal and/or the 
additional telecommunication terminal (Page 3, lines 15-18). 

27. With respect to claim 53, Eneborg discloses a device for selecting network access to one 
or more data networks via a telecommunication terminal wherein the device can be used to 
perform a method for selecting network access to one or more data networks by a 
telecommunication terminal (Page 1, lines 5-8), the method comprising: analyzing network 
access information which has been determined by the telecommunication terminal and/or an 
additional telecommunication terminals during network connections via different network 
accesses (Page 5, lines 8-12), wherein the network access information has been stored in the 
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telecommunication terminal and/or in the additional telecommunication terminal (Page 10, lines 
3-5), and wherein the network access information stored in the additional telecommunication 
terminal is accessible to the telecommunication terminal via a data exchange network (Abstract, 
lines 1-6), and in the event the telecommunication terminal comprises a mobile 
telecommunication terminal, the step of analyzing comprises analyzing network access 
information for networks within a defined area about the telecommunication terminal (Page 12, 
lines 1-10); selecting a network access on the basis of the analyzed network access information 
(Page 5, lines 20-23). 

responsive to one or both of user-selected parameters and objective parameters, the selected 
network access for providing access to an Intemet node, the telecommunication terminal 
including a network interface for use with the selected network access (Abstract, lines 1-6); and 
selecting an Intemet service provider to establish a connection from the access node to the 
Intemet (Page 1, Background, lines 9-15) 

28. With respect to claim 54, Eneborg discloses a mechanism for analyzing network access 
information which has been determined by the telecommunication terminal and/or the additional 
telecommunication terminals during network connections via different network accesses (Page 5, 
lines 8-12); and a mechanism for selecting a network access on the basis of the analyzed network 
access information (Page 5, lines 20-23). 
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29. With respect to claim 55, Eneborg discloses wherein the device is integrated into a 
telecommunication terminal (Page 1, lines 5-8). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

30. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3 1 . Claims 35-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eneborg, in view of MuUer et al. (Patent No US 6356541 Bl), hereinafter MuUer. 

32. With respect to claim 35 the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 33 above. In 
addition, Eneborg does not disclose wherein the parameters include information regarding the 
location of the teleconmiunication terminal. However, MuUer discloses wherein the parameters 
include information regarding the location of the telecommunication terminal (Column 1, lines 
65-67 continued through to Column 2, lines 1-3). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings Eneborg with the teachings MuUer in order to allow a network 
administrator or technician to manage and maintain the many terminals in a network. 
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33. With respect to claim 36 the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 35 above. In 
addition, Eneborg does not disclose wherein a location of the telecommunication terminal is 
determined automatically. However, MuUer discloses wherein a location of the 
telecommunication terminal is determined automatically (Column 9, lines 5-23). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings Eneborg with the teachings MuUer in order to allow a network 
administrator or technician to manage and maintain the many terminals in a network. 

34. With respect to claim 37 the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 35 above. In 
addition, Eneborg does not disclose wherein a location of the telecommunication terminal is 
determined by the user of the said telecommunication terminal. However, MuUer discloses 
wherein a location of the telecommunication terminal is determined by the user of the said 
telecommunication terminal (Coliimn 1, lines 65-67, continued through to Column 2, lines 1-6). 
It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings Eneborg with the teachings MuUer in order to allow a network 
administrator or user to maintain the terminal that they are using in the network. 

35. With respect to claim 38 the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 35 above. In 
addition, Eneborg does not disclose that the location of the telecommunication terminal is 
determined by inquiring fi-om a network access provider. However, MuUer discloses that the 
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location of the telecommunication terminal is determined by inquiring from a network access 
provider (Column 1, lines 65-67, continued through to Column 2, lines 1-6). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings Eneborg with the teachings Muller in order to allow a network 
administrator or technician to manage and maintain the many terminals in a network. 

36. With respect to claim 39 the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 28 above. In 
addition, Eneborg does not disclose wherein only network access information which has been 
determined by the telecommunication terminal and/or by additional telecommunication terminals 
in a predefined area surrounding the location of the telecommunication terminal is analyzed. 
However, Muller discloses wherein only network access information which has been determined 
by the telecommunication terminal and/or by additional telecommunication terminals in a 
predefined area surrounding the location of the telecommunication terminal is analyzed (Column 
8, line 66, continued through to Column 9, lines 5-23). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings Eneborg with the teachings Muller in order to allow a network 
administrator or technician to manage and maintain the many terminals in a network. 

37. With respect to claim 40 the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 28 above. In 
addition, Eneborg does not disclose wherein network access information is made available to 
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network service providers and/or network access providers. However, MuUer discloses wlierein 
network access information is made available to network service providers and/or network 
access providers (Column 6, lines 21-28). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings Eneborg with the teachings MuUer in order to allow a network 
administrator or technician to manage and maintain the many terminals in a network. 

38. Claims 44-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eneborg in view of Tayloe et al. (Patent No US 5,826,188 A), hereinafter Tayloe. 

39. With respect to claim 44, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 28 above. In 
addition Eneborg does not disclose wherein information about the location which the 
telecommunication terminal needs for the selected network access is determined from the 
selected network access using a service provided by a network access provider. However, 
Tayloe discloses wherein information about the location which the telecommunication terminal 
needs for the selected network access is determined from the selected network access using a 
service provided by a network access provider (Column 4, lines 1-35; i.e. cell network reads on 
service provided by a network access provider). 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings Eneborg with the teachings Tayloe in order to allow a network 
administrator or technician to manage and maintain the many terminals in a network. 

40. With respect to claim 45, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 44 above. In 
addition Eneborg does not disclose wherein a navigation system determines the way from the 
present location of the telecommunication terminal to the location which the telecommunication 
terminal needs for the selected network access. However, Tayloe discloses wherein a navigation 
system determines the way from the present location of the telecommunication terminal to the 
location which the telecommunication terminal needs for the selected network access (Column 4, 
lines 1-12). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings Eneborg with the teachings Tayloe in order to allow a network 
administrator or technician to manage and maintain the many terminals in a network. 

Response to Arguments 

41 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-46 and 48-55 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARSHALL MCLEOD whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3808. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 6:30 a.m-4:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tlie Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Marshall McLeod 
Art Unit: 2457 

12/3/2008 



/ARIO ETIENNE/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



